THE FOREIGN BIRD FEDERATION
The AGM of the Foreign Bird Federation was held at the “Sons of Rest”, Wednesbury, West Midlands, on Sunday March 14th 2010.

Present         
Reuben Girling (Avicultural Society), Nigel Hewston (International Turaco Society), David Paine (Zebra Finch Society), Ernie Gallimore (Foreign Bird League), Peter Gallimore (Manchester & Northern FBS), Dennis Webster (National Bengalese Fanciers Association), Bryan Reed (Foreign Bird League).
 In the absence of Bob Clarke, and following the resignation of the Vice-Chairman, Clive Cotton, Reuben Girling volunteered to be acting Chairman for the duration of the AGM, and welcomed delegates to the meeting. Dennis Webster agreed to do the minutes. Apologies for absence had been received from Molly Durbin and Fred Smith (Severn Counties F&BBS), Dudley Martin (WFS), David Jones (International Turaco Soc.), and Peter Collins (Foreign Bird Association).

The Minutes of the 2009 AGM had been approved at the November 22nd meeting, with substantially the same members present, and were considered passed. There were no matters arising.

Officer’s Reports
Bob Clarke was not in attendance, and had not provided a Chairman’s report to the meeting.

The Hon. Sec., Bryan Reed, provided a written report, the key points of which were:
· I would like to thank Dennis Webster for his help in taking over communications with members over the past months. I am afraid I am no longer in a position to carry on as Hon. Sec. due to my wife’s health and my time is extremely limited. If I can help in any other way, I will try.
· Affiliated members who complain that they are “not getting anything for their £25” need to tell the Federation what they want/require/need us to do, or else how can we do it? At the January and March 2009 meetings, things seemed very positive and several Societies said that they had ideas for driving the FBF forward: these have not materialised. I firmly believe the foreign bird hobby, domestic or otherwise, will be doomed in the long term unless we all stick together and work for the common good.

Treasurer Dennis Webster produced an audited balance sheet for 2009, showing an overall loss on the year of £116.72. Although supported by some extremely generous donations from various Societies, the Breeding Register still needed support form the Federation general funds of £116.62. Other activities (including the NCA subscription, administrative costs outside the Register, and cost of meetings) showed a loss over the year of £0.10. The Federation is still in a good financial position, with around £520 in the bank by mid-March 2010. A vote of thanks to the Treasurer for his efforts was agreed, and he in turn thanked the auditors, Ernie and Peter Gallimore.

Since the resignation of Steve Nesbitt in November, the Federation does not have a Publicity Officer, and therefore no report was available.
Reuben Girling gave his Breeding Registrar’s report in person. Key points were:
· The receipt of breeding records and collating the data together with printing and circulation of the Breeding Register for 2005-08 followed much the same pattern of recent years. In keeping with the established timing, circulation of the register and concomitant breeding record form for 2009 occurred in the first week of January. Again in keeping with past years the breeding records for 2009 have arrived on an irregular basis, with the most recent batch arriving by post on 11th March. During 2009 the Register received some welcome publicity in articles on foreign birds that appeared in Cage & Aviary Birds. Other text edited for publication in C&AB stemmed from my submission of letters, articles and news; one such article brought in nine responses. 

· With donations from many FBF affiliates, the Register is currently receiving its best ever financial support.
· On 6th January 2010, I wrote to the FBF Chairman (Bob Clarke) saying “Looking back, the first issue I administered was for 1992-95. As for the future and a consequence of my long service and the current strong financial position of the Register, I have decided not to stand for re-election at the 2010 AGM. In due course I will ensure papers are transferred to the Federation. My intention is this early notice will be helpful to both you and the Federation who I jointly thank for the support I have received during my time as Breeding Registrar of the FBF.”
· I would like to record my gratitude to the individual breeders for submitting breeding records, to Daniel Shearing for his typesetting skills, and particularly my wife, Pam, for her considerable skills in the interpretation of spidery handwriting, and her great patience in allowing the FBF to intrude so much into our lives.

The AGM placed on record a vote of thanks to Reuben for his considerable efforts over the years.

Election of Officers
The meeting then moved to election of Officers for 2010. The results were as follows, with those officers being elected receiving unanimous support:

                    Chair: Vacant

                    Vice-Chair: Vacant

                    Secretary: Vacant (Dennis Webster will be Acting Secretary until a Secretary is found)

                    Treasurer: Dennis Webster

                    Publicity Officer: Nigel Hewston

                    Breeding Registrar: Vacant
                    Auditors: Ernie and Peter Gallimore
                    Webmaster: David Jones
In light of the number and importance of the unfilled positions, it was agreed that an EGM be called, in May. If volunteers are not found to fill the vacant positions there could be serious consequences for the Federation. Concerning the Breeding Registrar, it was agreed that one or two people be approached to see if they would be willing to undertake this.
Other AGM Matters
No proposals to the AGM had been received by the Hon Sec. by the due date of 30 days prior to the AGM (see rule 10.1). The subscriptions to the FBF for 2010 and 2011 will remain at £25, and are now due from affiliated Clubs which have yet to renew for 2010. Subscriptions should be sent to the Acting Hon. Sec. 
It was unanimously agreed that the FBF would affiliate to the NCA for 2010. Of the representatives present, only Dave Paine was in a position to be an FBF delegate to the NCA, which he agreed to do. At least 3 other delegates are required, and this will be an agenda point for the EGM.

A vote of thanks to Reuben Girling for taking the Chair at this meeting was agreed. It was also suggested and agreed that Reuben be proposed by the FBF for entry onto the NCA Roll of Honour for his sterling work over a number of years on the Breeding Register. 

Dates for 2010 Meetings

The EGM will be held at the Sons of Rest Hall, Wednesbury, West Midlands, on Sunday 16th May. Nigel Hewston agreed to chair the EGM until a new Chair was appointed. Dates for other 2010 meetings will be decided at the EGM.
