THE FOREIGN BIRD FEDERATION

Minutes of the AGM of the Foreign Bird Federation, held at the “Sons of Rest”, Wednesbury, West Midlands, on Sunday March 20th 2011.

Present:        Peter Collins – Foreign Bird Association (Chairman)
                        Nigel Hewston – Avicultural Society and International Turaco Society 
                        David Paine – Zebra Finch Society

                        Molly Durbin – Severn Counties F&BBS
                        Mike Goodland – Severn Counties F&BBS
                        Peter Gallimore – Manchester & Northern FBS

                        Ernie Gallimore – Foreign Bird League

                        Dennis Webster – National Bengalese Fanciers Association

                        Bryan and Val Reed (part of time) – Foreign Bird League

          Philip Schofield –Avicultural Society (FBF Breeding Registrar)
1. Chairman’s Welcome

Peter Collins, elected as Chairman at the 2010 EGM, opened the meeting and welcomed the delegates present. 

2. Apologies

DW reported that he had received apologies from just two people, Peter Stocks (Avicultural Society) and David Jones (International Turaco Society). In an e-mail with his apologies, DJ intimated that he would be prepared to continue as webmaster for the FBF website. This was appreciated.

3. 2010 AGM and EGM Minutes

Copies of the 2010 AGM and EGM minutes were given to all attendees by the Secretary. Both were unanimously accepted on a proposal from DP, seconded by NH.

4. Matters Arising from the 2010 AGM and EGM
No items arising from the minutes were raised.
5. Chairman’s Report
In his Chairman’s report PC said that at the EGM he had promised to contact other Foreign Bird Clubs – particularly those that had been past members of the FBF – to try and persuade them to re-join. He reported that he had been unsuccessful in persuading new or past clubs to join, and cited the JSSUK view as being “unable to see the benefits of membership”. He also mentioned that he had one or two other ideas which would be discussed under item 8 of the agenda.

6a.  Secretary’s report
DW produced a short written report, the key points of which were:

· The situation today is virtually identical to what it was 12 months previously; the FBF is struggling to find a role in the Fancy.
· Lack of interest in joining the FBF may be linked to current low level of threats to birdkeeping by the anti-birdkeeping activists. DW believes that this is a mistaken view.

· Through its association with the NCA and the Sustainable Users Network (SUN), the FBF receives reports of the activities of both bodies, and keeps in touch with what legislation is being discussed.

· The NCA needs guidance from the Foreign Bird fancy on causes or changes it would like taken up, or other ways it could help the Foreign Bird fancy to flourish.

6b.  Treasurer’s Report

DW’s Treasurer’s report followed on directly from his Secretary’s report. It took the form of a short written report with an accompanying financial report. Key points were:

· Overall the accounts show a small surplus on the year of £5.46.

· Secretarial expenses had been substantially reduced by making use of electronic communication with most members. The cancellation of the two planned meetings had also saved funds.
· No expenses claim had been received from the new Breeding Registrar, and no Breeding Register had been published in the year. Equally, only one donation had been received to offset Breeding Register publication expenses. 

· All of the organisations affiliated to the FBF in 2010 have either already affiliated, or expressed the intention of doing so in 2011. However no new clubs had agreed to join.

· The FBF is still in a good financial position

DW said that he would like to thank Bryan Reed for his help during the year, and also Ernie and Peter Gallimore for again acting as Auditors. In turn the meeting passed a vote of thanks to the Secretary/Treasurer for his efforts during the year
7. Publicity Officer’s Report

NH gave a short verbal report on his activities as Publicity Officer. He had been able to get reports into C&AB about various items – for example the EGM and the appointment of PS as Breeding Registrar. However in recent times he had done very little, and felt that as he no longer keeps birds and doesn’t want to attend future FBF meetings, he would prefer to stand down as Publicity Officer.
8. Discussion of the future of the Foreign Bird Federation

The previous Secretary, BR, had on a number of occasions asked members of the Foreign Bird fancy “what did they want from the FBF?” without getting a meaningful reply. The present acting Secretary had also alluded to the difficulty that the FBF was finding to find a role within the fancy. The FBF was getting benefit from the feedback from the NCA and SUN, but struggled to get anything like the number of delegates able to attend NCA meetings.

The Chairman put forward two ideas:
· The FBF could produce a Code of Conduct for bird auctions, and

· The FBF could produce a unified exhibition schedule to be used at all shows containing Foreign bird classes, and make this available, thus saving show promoting societies time, effort, and cost.

PG said that the second idea had been covered several years ago, and was used by the FBL in their show schedule with small modifications as necessary to reflect reality. Concerning the Code of Conduct, this had been at least in part done by the NCA/Parrot Society/EIG group, but the difficulty is that no organisation has the power to enforce it. Nevertheless the Chairman was thanked for at least producing some ideas.
All delegates were in favour of the continuation of the FBF, and agreed to continue to support it. DW said that eventually continuation would depend on being able to find enough people willing and able to fill the key Offices.  

9. Breeding Registrar’s Report and the Future of the Breeding Register

PS said that he had collected the data for 2009 breedings, and some also for 2010, but wanted to know how to proceed. Two members of the group said that they had received enquiries about when the results would be published. PS said that he would now like to know how to get it published, and how it would be paid for. The last issue of the booklet cost £450 for publishing alone, with a substantial extra cost in postage of copies. This had effectively been financed by donations from affiliated Societies. Income from sales was quite small. It was agreed that the 2009 data would be published in an “on-line” form (proposed MD, seconded DW). PS to discuss and liaise with the FBF Webmaster.
For the 2010 data, it was suggested that C&AB be asked to print a form to generate more breeding data; PC agreed to see if substantial donations could be obtained to make a book possible; and NH/PS/DJ are to work out how this could be done economically. 

10. Election of Officers for 2011
The Following Officers were elected:

Chair: Peter Collins                                     proposed MD, seconded DW
Vice-Chair: David Paine                             proposed DW, seconded PG

Hon Sec: Dennis Webster                         proposed DP, seconded MD
Treasurer: Dennis Webster                       proposed NH, seconded DP

Publicity: Nigel Hewston                           proposed DP, seconded PS

Auditors: Ernie and Peter Gallimore       proposed DW, seconded MD
Webmaster: David Jones                           proposed DW, seconded NH
In agreeing to continue as acting Hon Sec. for 2011 DW made it clear that this would be his final year in that post. Similarly, NH took on the role as Publicity Officer on the understanding that he would not attend future FBF meetings.
11. Proposals to the AGM

None were received 30 or more days prior to the AGM

12. NCA Affiliation 2011 and Delegates
It was agreed (proposed MD, seconded PG) that the FBF would again affiliate to the NCA in 2011. Delegates would be Peter Collins, Dave Paine and Dennis Webster.

13. AOB

No specific items were put forward under AOB, but all agreed that all delegates/affiliates should consider ways of positively promoting birdkeeping.
14. Discussion of Venues and Dates for 2011 Meetings
The possibility that future FBF meetings could be held in connection with aviary or zoo visits or other events was discussed. This is potentially a good idea but needs careful looking into (PC) and good organisation. DW also mentioned that the cost of such events needs consideration, since the Federation is not in a position to subsidise such events.
The meeting closed at 14.10

The next AGM will be held on Sunday 18th March 2012

