Extracts from a Meeting between DEFRA Wildlife Licensing and Registration Service (WLRS), Scientific Authorities & SUN Representatives (Tuesday 1 March 2011, RBG Kew)
Review of Procedures: 

a.  Withdrawal of Pre-issued Certificates under Article 63 of 865/2006 

JH [John Hounslow (DEFRA)] explained that WLRS were no longer issuing semi-complete Article 10 certificates as there was evidence of them being used to illegally sell birds and that breeders were consistently failing to provide adequate records and completing returns in a timely fashion.  Mike Gates (World Owl Trust) stated that he hadn’t received the letter informing traders of this; his members had not been consulted and they were concerned that there would be problems hand-rearing owls if they had to wait 6 weeks for an Article 10 certificate.  JH confirmed that WLRS met its targets so there shouldn’t be a problem.  Kim McDonald (Guild of Taxiderista) expressed his frustration that this change affected taxidermy specimens but no criminal offences had taken place for dead birds.
b.  Bird Reg/A10 combined Application Form 

A new form is being developed to enable applicants to apply for an Article 10 certificate and register a bird at the same time.   This will save time having to provide the same information twice.  
c.   Wild disabled birds 

JH explained that WLRS has had concerns for some time about the number of wild Schedule 4 birds that are registered for rehabilitation and subsequently end up permanently kept in captivity.  WLRS will be taking a stricter view to ensure that wherever possible any wild Schedule 4 bird taken into captivity is rehabilitated and released back to the wild as soon as possible.  They will be inspecting keepers of wild Schedule 4 birds to check that rehabilitation is occurring and that the keeper has sufficient knowledge to successfully release the bird back to the wild.

There are 2 new forms available for avian vets to download and complete http://www.defra.gov.uk/animalhealth/about/formsandfees/formdisplay.asp?ref=WLRS118 and http://www.defra.gov.uk/animalhealth/about/formsandfees/formdisplay.asp?ref=WLRS117

Article 10 certificates for wild disabled birds will only be granted where there are genuine exceptional conservation benefits to the species.
Report back from SRG meeting and Upcoming: SRG, Plants and Animals Committee Meetings

Alison Littlewood (JNCC)  gave an overview of the last Scientific Review Group (SRG) meeting which included discussions on eels, the new suspension regulation and reptiles from Benin.  She explained that the SRG regularly reviews species and country combinations subject to long standing import suspensions. KD said that he felt that transparency had improved within the SRG but it was not yet appropriate to the 21st century. AL stated that there had been some progress in this regard and a lot of SRG reports and documents have now been made available via the commission website http://ec.europa.eu/environment/cites/home_en.htm including the agenda for the next meeting.  
CITES Charging, merger with VLA and other corporate proposals 

JH explained that a submission is being sent to Ministers about increasing CITES charges.  WLRS customers will be consulted.  New fees are likely to be introduced in 2012.  JH said that Animal Health was merging with VLA and this may make bird imports more joined-up.

